City of Lawrenceburg Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System
(MS4 Program)

Stormwater runoff is generated when precipitation from rain and snowmelt events flows
over land or impervious surfaces and does not percolate into the ground. As the runoff
flows over the land or impervious surfaces (paved streets, parking lots, and building
rooftops), it accumulates pollutants such as debris, chemicals, sediment or bacteria.
Stormwater can adversely affect the water quality of streams, lakes and rivers if runoff is
discharged untreated. Also, stormwater runoff can achieve high velocities, which can
cause scouring and erosion of stream banks and bridge abutments. The primary method to
control stormwater discharges is through the use of stormwater best management
practices (BMPs) such as detention basins, riparian buffers or grassed swales.

Stormwater discharges are regulated through the municipal separate storm sewer system
(MS4) program, which is administered in Indiana by the Indiana Department of
Environmental Management (IDEM). (See the MS4 Program page for more details.) As part
of the MS4 program, communities are required to implement six minimum control
measures (MCMs) related to stormwater discharges. These MCMs are described below.

Public Education and Outreach:

Educate residents, visitors, public service employees and others about the impacts
stormwater runoff can have on water quality and ways they can minimize their impact on
stormwater quality. An understanding of stormwater issues will help gain public support for
the MS4 program.

Public Involvement and Participation:

Encourages citizens within the MS4 area to participate and provide input in the
development and implementation of the MS4 program. A community that is active and
involved will be critical to the success of the program.

Ilicit Discharge Detection and Elimination:

Ilicit discharge is defined as any discharge to an MS4 conveyance that is not composed
entirely of stormwater, except naturally occurring floatables, such as leaves or tree limbs.
Sources of illicit discharges include sanitary wastewater, septic tank effluent, car wash
wastewater, oil disposal, radiator flushing disposal, laundry wastewater, roadway accident



spillage, and household hazardous wastes. An MS4 operator is required to develop and
implement a strategy to detect and eliminate illicit discharges into MS4 conveyances.

Construction Site Stormwater Runoff Control:

This controlis intended to reduce pollutants, principally sediment that is associated with
construction activities. Requirements include the use of erosion and sediment control
measures, as well as measures to properly manage and control other pollutants that may
be associated with construction activities.

Post-Construction Stormwater Management:

Addresses stormwater discharges from new development and redeveloped areas, often
through the use of stormwater BMPs. Post-construction stormwater quality measures are
long-term control systems that must be managed and maintained to ensure performance.
The program will ensure that adequate maintenance will be performed on these
stormwater quality measures.

Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations:

Requires the MS4 to evaluate and alter operations internally to ensure a reduction in the
pollutants that are generated from municipal operations. Includes maintenance and
cleaning of roads, parking lots and MS4 conveyances, as well as proper disposal of wastes
removed from these areas. Municipal personnel must also receive relevant stormwater
training.

Related Documents

Ordinance 2024-13 Stormwater Management

Resolution 6-2024 Adoption of the Stormwater Standards Design Guide
2024 Stormwater Standards Design Guide

Stormwater Quality Management Plan (SWQMP)

Water Quality Characterization Report (WQCR)

For more information about the City of Lawrenceburg MS4 requirements, please contact
John Johnson, MS4 Coordinator at ms4@lawrenceburg.in.gov or call 812-532-3561.




